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Chairman’s Foreword 

Last year saw a change in the management team at the Board with the retirement of Dr Marshall 

Halliday which we marked with a small presentation at the last public meeting.  We are delighted to 

have Dr Craig MacIntyre as our new Director and Clerk to the Board. Craig has joined us from the 

west coast and Board and Trust look forward to his input and guidance on fisheries matters. 

The 2017 season was mixed with very few fish caught later in the season and the absence of the 

backend run of salmon is a concern. The sea trout on the South Esk ran well and there were some 

notable catches. We know that the smolt population going to sea is healthy so there must be other 

factors that we must contend with. The continued work of the smolt shepherding is to be 

commended in assisting the unhindered passage of these valuable fish to get to sea.  

The Board continue to monitor the Morphie Dyke and are in regular contact with the new owners to 

discuss plans and options for the management of the remaining structure and the fisheries below 

the dyke. 

During the year discussions continued with the owners of the net and cobble fishery at the Nabb and 

we are close to agreeing the purchase of this fishery which will be of significant benefit to the fish 

stocks in the rivers. We have continued discussions with Marine Science Scotland regarding a 

counter for the South Esk and although at an early stage there are positive signs that this might 

happen. This will be invaluable to assist in making management decisions for the river, because as 

you will see later in this report the S Esk appears not to be as productive as it could be. 

Financing the work of the Board continues to cause concern. The levy for the Board is one of the 

lowest in Scotland and there will possibly have to be a small increase in levy to allow for the final 

purchase of the nets and to build up a small reserve which has diminished over the past few years.  

I would like to thank the Trust under the chairmanship of Tom Sampson for their continued work in 

the Catchments. The Pow Burn project is a real success story. Thanks also to the two bailiffs Nigel 

McMullan and Steve Hawkins for their continued hard work. They might not always be visible but 

they are actively monitoring what is going on in the catchment and on the foreshore. I would also 

like to thank Craig for his work this year. He has picked up projects and issues where Marshall 

Halliday left them, and I trust is enjoying the challenges of east coast fisheries. 

 

Malcolm Taylor 

Chairman of the Esk District Salmon Fishery Board 
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Esk DSFB Board Members 2017 

The Esk District Salmon Fishery Board was elected at the Triennial Elections held on 21st January 

2016. 

Malcolm Taylor (Chairman) 

Neil Anderson 

Tony Andrews 

Hugh Campbell-Adamson 

Alastair Gemmell 

Charles Gow 

Inverbervie Angling Club 

John MacDougall 

Andrew Montgomery 

Robert Ritchie 

Ian Runcie 

Tom Sampson 

James Simpson 

Martin Stansfeld 

 

Clerk to the Board 

Dr Marshall Halliday (to June 2017) 

Dr Craig MacIntyre (from July 2017) 

 

River Bailiffs 

Nigel McMullan 

Steven Hawkins 
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1. Introduction 

Under the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003, as amended by the 

Salmon and Aquaculture Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2013, the Esk District Salmon Fishery Board is 

required to produce an Annual Report to be considered at the Annual Meeting of Qualified 

Proprietors.  The report is obliged to report on the activities of the Board in carrying out their 

function, a summary of what the Board intends to do in the following year, report on any 

complaints, and report on how the Board has complied with its good governance requirements. 

In addition, the Annual Report is an opportunity for the Board to report on the health of the rivers 

and salmon populations in the Salmon Fishery District, and to put that into context with other rivers 

in Scotland. 

2. The 2017 Season 

North Esk 

The total catch for salmon and grilse in 2017 was 1201, with 920 salmon caught and 281 grilse (see 

Fig 1).  This compares poorly with the 2016 catch of 1622 salmon and grilse and a 5 year average of 

1762 salmon and grilse.  The spring catch was only 219 salmon, compared with the 5 year average of 

almost double that of 398. The catch and release rate in 2017 was 78%. 

 

Figure 1.  Salmon rod catches for the North Esk from 1952-2017 

The 2017 Sea trout catch compared more favourable, with 329 caught against a 5 year average of 

354 (Fig 2). 
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Figure 2.  Sea trout rod catches for the North Esk from 1952-2017 

The Logie Fish Counter recorded 8,273 upstream counts in 2017, compared with 10,371 in 2016 and 

a 5 year average of 10,090 (Fig 3).  The spring run was 2,138 against the 5 year average of 2,448.  The 

relationship between the Logie Counter and the catches during the spring suggests that fishing 

conditions were less than ideal, resulting in a lower catch-to-run ratio in 2017 than the 5 year 

average (10% of the 2017 spring was caught compared with an average of 16%). 
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Figure 3.  North Esk Logie Fish Counter Data for 1981-2017 

Fisheries scientists have been suggesting that the climate in the North Atlantic is changing, and this 

appears to be borne out by an analysis of the runs of salmon entering the North Esk, as shown in 

figure 4.  In 2017 (and 2016), there was a peak of salmon entering the river in June and July, 

however the 5 and 10 year averages show that previously there were peak runs in May and then 

again in August and October.  In 2017 and 2016, the runs of salmon in September and October were 

very poor, indicating a trend towards earlier runs of salmon. 
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Figure 4.  North Esk Logie Fish Counter Data for 2017 season 

The net & coble catch on the North Esk in 2017 was 1704, comprised of 692 grilse and 1012 salmon 

(Fig 5), against a 5 year average of 2370. 

 

Figure 5.  North Esk Net & Coble catches from 1952-2017 
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South Esk 

The salmon catch on the South Esk was the lowest on record since 1953, with only 539 salmon 

caught, comprised of 415 salmon and 124 grilse.  The catch and release rate in 2017 was 87%.  The 5 

year average for salmon and grilse is 633. 

 

Figure 6.  Salmon rod catches for the South Esk from 1952-2017 

 

Bervie 

A total of 7 salmon and 5 grilse were reported caught on the River Bervie in 2017, along with two sea 

trout. 

Lunan 

There were no salmon or sea trout caught on the River Lunan in 2017.  Esk Rivers & Fisheries Trust 

took on the lease for salmon fishing from the Crown Estate in 2016. 
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Figure 7.  Sea trout rod catches for the South Esk from 1952-2017 

3. Esk DSFB Conservation Policies 

For 2018, the Board has amended its Conservation Code to clarify the dates of the fishing seasons, to 

set out the law concerning catch and release of Spring stocks, and to make recommendations to 

protect fish and remind anglers of best practice.  The Conservation Code is attached as Appendix A. 

The Scottish Government have modified the method they use to classify rivers under The 

Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 2016.  The Conservation Classification for the North 

Esk for 2018 is Grade 1, which states that the Government is confident that the salmon stocks are in 

good health.  The South Esk has been categorised as Grade 2 for 2018, indicating that the salmon 

stocks are threatened, and that action should be taken to reduce exploitation.  The River Bervie and 

River Lunan have both been categorised as Grade 3, which means that catch & release is mandatory. 

4. Enforcement Activities 

The Board employs two full-time river bailiffs to patrol the District, including coastal waters, and 

enforce fisheries legislation.  The majority of enforcement activities involves preventing illegal 

fishing, which does not usually require police intervention. 

5. Issues currently affecting salmon and sea trout 

The main issues affecting salmon and sea trout are poor marine survival rates.  In the 1960s and 

1970s, it was estimated that between 25-30% of all salmon smolts that left the river returned as 

adult salmon.  Since then, the marine survival rates have decreased to an estimated 4-5% in 2017: 

this means that for every 100,000 salmon smolts that migrate from a river, only 4-5000 salmon are 

estimated to return.  The main reason for this decline in marine survival rates is thought to be 

changes in the climate in the North Atlantic, which has affected the salmon feeding grounds, leading 

to smaller and fewer grilse, and salmon having to travel further to reach their feeding grounds.  It is 
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also possible that salmon are being caught as by-catch in sea fisheries, especially mackerel, herring 

and whiting, which occupy roughly the same part of the water column as migrating salmon.  

Scientists from across Europe are addressing this particular issue and are trying to develop methods 

to identify if salmon are being caught as by-catch.  The third issue is predation on migrating salmon, 

from fish, seals, dolphins, and birds, such as sawbill ducks and cormorants. 

Predation from sawbill ducks within the rivers are obviously an issue, however there are other issues 

affecting salmon and sea trout.  Historic land management practices have reduced habitat 

complexity for salmon and sea trout through straightening of streams, which can lead to diffuse 

pollution entering watercourses.  On the North Esk, migrating salmon smolts have been protected 

from sawbill ducks through the smolt shepherding programme, led by Martin Stansfeld.  This is a 

non-lethal programme for the ducks where they are scared off the river by bankside walkers to 

enable the smolts to escape the river.  The Board would like to recognise the efforts of Peter Winder 

in this programme, who sadly passed away in 2017. 

Invasive non-native plants, such as Giant Hogweed and Himalayan balsam, create monocultures of 

plants, which reduce the invertebrate populations of the rivers, and thus the amount of food 

available for juvenile salmonids.  These plants can also reduce the stability of river banks, leading to 

increased bank erosion and an excess of fine sediments entering the rivers.  The Esk DSFB and Esk 

Rivers & Fisheries Trust began a new project in 2017 to control invasive weeds and American mink in 

the river catchments.  The Scottish Invasives Species Initiative (SISI) is a four year project led by 

Scottish Natural Heritage with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and will engage with local 

volunteers to better control these invasive species. 

In June and July 2017, many rivers in Scotland were surprised with runs of Pacific pink salmon 

(Oncorhynchus gorbusch).  It is believed that the pink salmon were stocked in Russian rivers in the 

Barents Sea from the 1950s to the 1980s to create a fishery, and in 2017 large numbers of these 

salmon migrated south to Norwegian and Scottish rivers.  In the North Esk, 24 pink salmon were 

caught in the Nab nets, and 4 were caught by the rod.  In the South Esk, one pink salmon was found 

on a fish farm and another appears to have been caught by an otter on the lower river.  There were 

no reports of pink salmon on the River Bervie or River Lunan.  Based on monitoring conducted on 

other Scottish rivers, the pink salmon spawned in July 2017, with any viable eggs hatching in October 

or November.  They young of pink salmon migrate directly to the sea and do not feed in freshwater.  

Based on this, salmon will not cross-breed with wild Atlantic salmon, and the young will not 

complete with young salmon or sea trout for food resources in the river.  The Board will closely 

monitor the situation in future years, and the assistance of anglers with this is greatly appreciated. 

6. Mixed Stock and Net Fisheries 

The Scottish Government continued its prohibition on coastal netting for salmon under the 

Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 2016, and the Board understands that the 

Government has no plans to allow coastal netting in the immediate future.   

The Board is also negotiating with Kinnaber Ltd for the purchase of the salmon netting rights for the 

in-river nets at the Nab, North Esk.  It is hoped that the purchase will be completed in 2018.  

Purchase of these salmon rights would result in there being no netting for salmon in the Esk fishery 

district.  
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7. Responses to Development Consultations 

The Board was consulted on a range of development applications in 2017.  There are four proposed 

offshore windfarms that would affect salmon and sea trout from the District.  The Scottish 

Government has granted permission for these sites to proceed, however the Board is seeking 

commitments from the Government and the developers that any impacts on salmon and sea trout 

will be properly researched and monitored.   

In addition to the windfarms, the Board was consulted on several river crossings works on the A90, 

and by the Forestry Commission for the Cramie Burn on the South Esk. 

8. Complaints 

The Clerk to the Board maintains a complaints procedure.  No complaints were lodged with the 

Board in 2017. 

9. 2017 Annual Accounts 

The Board’s accountants are Walker & Harris of Brechin.  The 2017 Annual Accounts are attached to 

this report as Appendix B. 

10. Register of Members’ Interests 

The Clerk to the Board maintains a Register of Members’ Interests.  This register is available for 

public inspection upon application. 

11. Planned activities for 2018 

To comply with Section 46E of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation)(Scotland) Act 

2003, in 2018 the Esk DSFB will: 

Hold the Annual Meeting for Qualified Proprietors in May 2018. 

Hold the Annual Public Meeting in May 2018. 

Publish this 2007 Annual Report. 

Complete the new Esk DSFB/Esk Rivers & Fisheries Trust website. 

Commence systematic, regular monitoring of juvenile salmonids in the river catchments. 

Undertake other works as the Board considers necessary for the protection and improvement of 

fisheries in the District. 

 

Dr Craig MacIntyre 

Clerk to the Esk District Salmon Fishery Board 

May 2018 
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Appendix A.  Esk DSFB Conservation Code for 2018 

The Esk District Conservation Policy 2018 

• The fishing season will run from 16th February to 31st October for the River North 

Esk, River South Esk, and River Lunan.   

• The season for the River Bervie is from 25th February to 31st October. 

• It is a criminal offence to retain a salmon or grilse prior to 1st May under The 

Conservation of Salmon (Annual Close Time and Catch and Release) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2014.  By law any salmon or grilse that is severely injured or damaged, 

dies or is killed before this date must be returned to the river. 

• The Board strongly recommends catch and release for all salmon and sea trout 

caught before the 15th June for the Rivers North Esk and South Esk, with voluntary 

catch and release for all salmon and sea trout thereafter. 

• Under the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 2016, all salmon caught in 

the River Bervie and River Lunan must be released.  

• The Board recommends that the use of single or double barbless hooks be used to 

secure the safe release of fish.  No treble hooks should be used. 

• All fish handling should be kept to a minimum to prevent damage to the fish. 

Knotless landing nets with a small mesh size and a shallow, wide bottom should be 

used where possible.  Inappropriate handling of fish can lead to greater risk of 

infection from bacteria and the fungus Saprolegnia. 

• To help prevent the spread of disease and parasites, such as Gyrodactylus salaris, all 

anglers should disinfect waders and landing nets prior to fishing. 

 

Malcolm Taylor 

Chairman, Esk District Salmon Fishery Board 
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Appendix B.  2017 Annual Accounts 

 

 

 

 

 

 Esk District Salmon Fishery Board 

 

 Income and Expenditure Account 

 for the Year Ended 31 December 2017 

 

 31.12.17 31.12.16 

 £ £ £ £ 

Income 

Fishery assessments 210,118 221,109 

Scottish Natural Heritage 1,947 - 

NAB Netting 100,000 - 

Skyguard overpayments - 7,451 

Esk Salmon M'ment Ltd interest - 1,939 

 312,065   230,499 

 

Expenditure 

Wages 81,735 56,872 

Casual wages - 177 

Pensions 1,030 321 

Telephone 1,375 758 

Rent and rates - 1,968 

Office rent 600 - 

Clerk's salary 12,008 23,386 

Travelling expenses - Clerk 242 834 

Telephone - Clerk & Admin 255 480 

Post.stat and printing 1,667 1,689 

Insurance 1,335 831 

Motor expenses 7,115 4,078 

Skyguard 143 1,719 

Repairs and renewals 482 1,155 

Sundry expenses 531 983 

Accountancy fees 1,397 1,574 

Other professional fees 331 10,169 

Grant - Esk Rivers and Fishery 

Trust 15,000 15,000 

Project costs - 9,020 

Legal fees 798 676 

Subscriptions & voluntary levy 6,720 4,696 

Bank charges 230 193 

Taxation 357 578 

Depn of hatchery 5 6 

Depn of equipment 2 4 

Depn of motor vehicles 4,381 3,108 

Depn of computer equipment 283 - 

 138,022   140,275 

   

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 174,043 90,224 
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 Esk District Salmon Fishery Board 

 

 Balance Sheet 

 31 December 2017 

 

 31.12.17 31.12.16 

 Notes £ £ £ £ 

 

FIXED ASSETS 

Tangible assets 1 13,746 9,370 

 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Trade debtors 16,330 4,935 

Prepayments 100 - 

Loan - Esk Salmon M'ment Ltd - 148,753 

Bank - Clydesdale current a/c 354,636 223,721 

Bank - RBS current a/c 20,585 - 

Bank - River Improvement a/c 90 90 

   

 391,741 377,499 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Sundry creditors 4,171 10,843 

 387,570   366,656 

   

NET ASSETS 401,316 376,026 

   

FINANCED BY 

 

RESERVES AND FUNDS 

Reserves 2 300,592 300,592 

General fund 3 100,724 75,434 

   

 401,316 376,026 


